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P R E F A C E  

Each y e a r  s t u d e n t s  I n  t h o  H l s t o r y  l I S  C l a s s  a r e  asked I n  

F i r s t  Term t o  r e s e a r c h  a pape r  o n  some a s p e c t  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  

A u s t r a l  1 a  b e f o r e  F e d e r a t  I o n  t h a t  I n t e r e s t s  them, b a s l n g  t h e t r  

work, wherever  possible, on p r l m a r y  sources .  Some o f  t h e s e  pape rs  

r e a c h  h l g h  s tanda rds ,  and n o t  l n f r e q u o n t l y  make o r l g l n a l  

c o n t r l b u t l o n s  t o  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  h l s t o r y ,  e s p e c l a l  l y  t o  

t h e  l o c a l  h l s t o r y  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n .  

T h l s  c o t  l e c t l o n  o f  f l v e  o f  t h e  p a p e r s  p r e s e n t e d  t h l s  y e a r  

has been assembled t o  make t h e  f r u l t s  o f  some o f  t h l s  r e s e a r c h  

a v a l  l a b l e  t o  o t h e r s ,  and a t  t h e  same t l m e  t o  show s t u d e n t s  t h e  

s t a n d a r d  o f  work t h a t  can  be achieved. These essays  a r e  n o t  

n e c e s s a r l l y  t h o  b e s t  essays ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  good ones  and a r e  

technical l y  we1 l p r e s e n t o d .  They have been chosen,  however, more 

t o  demons t ra te  t h e  v a r l e t y  o f  I s s u e s  t h a t  I n t e r e s t  s t u d e n t s :  

l o c a l  as  w e l l  a s  n a t l o n a l ;  f ema le  a s  w e l l  a s  male;  b l a c k  a s  wet l 

and w h l t o .  

Thsy d l s p l a y  a  s o l l d  background and p r o v l d e  an i n s f g h t  i n t o  

s e v e r a l  themes deve loped d u r l n g  t h e  F l r s t  Term. I n  t h l s  way t h e y  

constitute a  u s e f u l  supp lement  t o  t h o  c o u r s e  and s h o u l d  p r o v o  

I n t e r e s t i n g  r e a d l n g .  

I t  I s  hoped t h a t  t h l s  p r o J e c t  w l l l  c o n t l n u e  f r o m  y e a r  t o  yea r  

b o t h  t o  encourage r e s e a r c h  and o r l g l n a l  l t y  and t o  s l o w l y  b u l  I d  up 

a body o f  m a t e r l a l  t o  w h l c h  l a t e r  s t u d e n t s  can r e f e r .  

Caro  l ~ a c k h l  

P e t e r  Hempensta l l 
Noel R u t h e r f o r d  
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I n  t h e  Autumn o f  1827, Dawson s u b m i t t e d  h i s  f i r s t  m a j o r  r e p o r t  
o n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  P o r t  S t e p h c n s  e s t a b l  l s h m c n t  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  
I n  t h e  o p e n i n g  p a r a g r a p h  ho h i n t e d  a t  t h o  p r o b l e m s  b e i n g  c x p s r i e n c e d  
i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  so v a s t  an e n t e r p r i s e .  

" I t  was my i n t e n t i o n " ,  he r e m a r k e d ,  " t o . .  . have  
c o n f i n e d  my R e p o r t s  t o  r e g u l a r  and  s h o r t  p e r i o d s .  
E x p e r i e n c e  however ,  has  p r o v e d  t h e  T m p r a c t l c a b i l l t y  
o f  c a r r y i n g  t h e s e  i n t e n t i o n s  f u l l y  i n t o  e f f e c t .  . . '  . ( 1 6 )  

D e s p i t e  t h c .  o b v i o u s  e n o r m i t y  o f  t h e  t a s k  f a c l h g  hlrn, Dawson a p p e a r e d  
t o  have  t h e  Company's e s t a b l  l s h m c n t  p r o g r e s s i n g  f a v o u r a b l  y .  I n d e ~ d ,  
b y  t h e  end o f  May, 1827, James M a c a r t h u r  w r o t e ,  a f t e r  v i s l t l n g  t h c  
s i t e ,  o f  t h e  "aood management o f  M r .  Dawson, and  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
s t o c k ;  a s  we1 I a s  t h e  n a t u r a l  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  h a r b o u r  and  t h e  
a d j a c e n t  c o u n t r y " .  (17 

T h i s  'honeymoon'  p e r i o d ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  M a c a r t h u r  e l  i t e  and  
R o b e r t  Dawson, was soon t o  end,  c u l m l n a t l n g  i n  w h a t  p r o v e d  t o  bc 2 

c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  a lmcd a t  r e m o v i n g  Dawson f r o m  h i s  p o s i t i o n  s s  
p r i n c i p a l  a a u n t  by a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  h i s  g e n e r a l  m i s c o n d u c t  a n d  n e g l e c t  
o f  Company a f f a i r s .  T h i s  brc jakdown I n  r a l a t i o n s  m u s t  have  been 
u n e x p e c t e d  f o r ,  e a r l  l o r  t h a t  mon th ,  on t h e  9 t h ,  Dawson s p r a n g  t o  
t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  John  M a c a r t h u r  S e n i o r  who had been a t t a c k e d  by t h o  
P r e s s .  I n  a  p e r s o n a l  communication t o  t h e  London D i r e c t o r s ,  
Dawson f e l t  h l m s c l  f ,  

" c a l l e d  upon t o  make some o b s e r v a t i o n s  t o  you  on 
t h e  r e c e n t  a t t a c k  made i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  N ~ w s p a p e r  
upon t h e  C o m m i t t e e  and p a r t l c u l a r l  y  on  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  M r .  John F l a c a r t h u r .  .. .; '. ( 1 8 )  

From t h e  p e r i o d  o f  September  3 0 t h ,  1827, t o  J a n u a r y  i 2 t h ,  1828, 
t h i s  ' b r e a k d o w n i ,  o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  and  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  M a c a r t h u r  
f a c t i o n ,  c a n  b o s t  be t r a c e d  t h r o u g h  a  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o f  e x c e r p t s  

1 .  P o r t  S tephens ,  3 0 t h  S c p t . ,  1827, 
R o b e r t  Dawson t o  John  M a c a r t h u r ,  
'"... I  hopc: you  h-ve  boen a b l e  t o  make up y o u r  m i n d  
what  sheep-  y o u  can s p a r e  me.. . l  have n o  w i  sh  
w h a t e v e r  t o  have  y o u r  sheep i n s p e c t e d  because  I 
know what  y o u r  good s t o c k  l s . . . ' ; . ( 1 9 )  

2 .  Sydney, 1 6 t h  O c t o b e r ,  1827, 
John M a c a r t h u r  t o  R o b o r t  Dawson, 
' ; . . . a l t h o t  I c o u l d  have  w i s h o d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  
f l o c k s  o f  Ewes w h i c h  1 had t e n d e r e d  m i g h t  h a v a  been  
added t o  t h e  Companyls f l o c k s ,  y e t  I  c a n n o t  t h l n k  
o f  s e n d i n g  t h e m  t o  y o u  w i t h o u t  p r o v i o u s  e x a m i n a t i o n  
and a p p r o v a  I . .  '.. ( 2 0 )  

3 .  P o r t  S tephens ,  2 4 t h  O c t o b e r ,  1827, 
R o b e r t  Dawson t o  J o h n  M a c a r t h u r ,  

am s o r r y  you  d e c l  i n e  s e n d i n g  t h o  owes w i t h o u t  
h a v i n g  t h e m  i n s p e c t e d  - y o u  a r e  a w a r e  how much I  
w i s h  t o  have  t h e m  b u t  I f i t  d e p e n d s  upon my s e c l n c  
them f i r s t  I  m u s t  d e c l i n e  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  I m p r a c t i c a b l l f t y  
o f  my l e a v i n g  t h e  G r a n t  f o r  some weeks a t  l e a s t  and 
p r o b a b l y  some m o n t h s  t o  come. . . " .  ( 2 1 )  

4 .  P o r t  S tephens ,  1 3 t h  December, 1827, 
R o b e r t  Dawson t o  Jamos ' M a c a r t h u r ,  
I ; . . .  I  t r u s t  we a r e  t o  have  y o u r  f a t h e r l s  sheep u I am 
r e a d y  t o  make a n y  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  t hem and w l l l  send 
my nephew i n  J a n u a r y  - o r  go  m y s e l f  t h e  moment I  c a n  
t o  l o o k  a t  t h e m  i f  y o u r  f a t h e r  w o u l d  w i s h  me t o  see 
them i n  p r e f e r e n c e  ' . ( 2 2 )  














